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We are just over a month away from our second mission trip to South 
Africa. In 2013, nine members of First Baptist joined the group from 
Second Baptist of Memphis on the mission field. Together, we did home 
visits with a nurse, built fences, repaired playgrounds, and helped vac-
cinate goats. It was an amazing adventure. 

On this second trip, we will have ten folks traveling back to the fields 
of Winterton. While our actual mission projects are still to be deter-
mined, we know that we will be partnering with a community clinic in 
the town of Winterton. This clinic works with the poorest in this remote 
town. There is an informal settlement across the street that has nearly 
five thousand people living together. Their homes are made from scrap 
pieces of wood and sheet metal. The roads of their community are dirt 
and the walkways are filled with litter and other unwanted items. 

This community center offers medicine to the sick, clothing for the 
needy, childcare for working mothers, and food for the hungry. It is an 
amazing place staffed by caring people but they are facing a problem. 
The folks of the settlement are shying away from coming to seek the 
help they need. The shame and embarrassment of being seen walking 
across the street by the richer, better off town-folk have led many to 
stop going to the clinic. 

So, the clinic is moving. It is relocating to the heart of the informal 

Second Mission Trip to South Africa
settlement. These kind-hearted volunteers are taking the ministry of the 
clinic to the people who need it most. Part of our efforts will be to help 
in their move and relocation. 

This is only one part of our mission. When we arrive, new challenges 
and rewards will present themselves. I ask that you pray for us while we 
are gone. Below you will find the list of those traveling in the church’s 
name to serve. While we are gone, pray for us and those we will come 
in contact with. Pray for the people of Winterton; pray for the people in 
need and the saints already serving there. 

While in South Africa, we will attend a conference where Baptists 
from across the globe gather to worship. It’ll be nice to be in their 
presence, but it’ll be even better knowing that you are there with us in 
spirit and in prayer. 

It is time for change. First Baptist has sup-
ported the construction of Habitat houses in 
Chattanooga for almost three decades. Carroll 
Fox was among the leaders from five down-
town churches who worked to bring Habitat 
to Chattanooga. He served as construction 
crew leader for First Baptist for more than 
fifteen years. It was his passion to keep con-
struction going. When he was overcome by 
a fatal illness, I began to schedule workdays 
and to seek recruits for another decade of 
commitment to Habitat’s ministry. The legacy 
lived on with the construction of a house in 
memory of Carroll and Mildred in 2009. Just 
this year Habitat dedicated its 250th house in 
Chattanooga. Fingerprints of our volunteers 
are to be found on many of these houses. We 
have enjoyed fellowship with volunteers from 
other churches who have worked along-side 

us. Across these years sixty members of First 
Baptist have shared in the building of Habitat 
houses in Chattanooga.

It is time for change. Not in mission but in 
leadership. Jim McAfee and I have had useful 
discussions about what needs to be done to 
assure First Baptist’s continuing commitment 
to Habitat. Jim begins his tenure as our leader 
in June. The need continues for housing for 
folks who can afford interest-free mortgages. 
Habitat is now building the best and most at-

tractive houses that we have worked on. Helen 
and I look forward to working along-side folks 
that seem like members of our family and get-
ting to know new volunteers.

I want to express my appreciation for all 
who have responded to the invitation during 
my tenure to share in the work and to enjoy 
the fellowship. Helen and I have always ended 
a workday a bit tired, but satisfied that we had 
done some good. And yes there will be choco-
late chip cookies as long as there are folks to 
eat them. Yes, we do feel that volunteers are a 
part of our family. We will look forward to our 
next workday and the opportunity to drive a 
few nails and to visit with friends.

[If you are interested in being a part of First 
Baptist’s Habitat crew, please contact Jim 
McAfee: 423.802.5011.]

~Ben Gross
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Meet Ashlee Baucom, Youth Summer Intern

I graduated from Campbell University with my 
BS in General Science with a concentration in 
Clinical Research in May of 2014. I will contin-
ue at Campbell University College of Pharmacy 
and Health Sciences for two more years in order 
to finish the curriculum for the Doctor of Phar-
macy program. At Campbell, I serve as a student 
ambassador, secretary of the Student Society of 
Health System Pharmacists, and member of the 
CU pep-band and wind symphony. 

Throughout my middle and high school years I was an active member 
of the youth group at Wake Forest Baptist Church in Wake Forest, NC, 
where I grew up. I had the opportunity to participate in various mission 
trips, Disciple Now weekends, and camp weeks while a member of the 
WFBC youth group. I was also a very active member and leader in 
youth choir and handbells. Two summers ago I served as a Bible study 
and mission site leader for Passport Camps, a summer youth camp for 
church youth groups that focuses on missions, Bible study, and wor-
ship. Last year I served as the Summer Youth Intern here at First Bap-
tist Church of Chattanooga. I loved every minute of last summer and 
I am so excited to be able to continue serving in this role for a second 
summer.

Meet Katie Maynard, Children’s Summer Intern

I am currently enrolled in Georgia Southern 
University where I am pursuing my BS in Justice 
Studies with a minor in Child and Family Devel-
opment. I will finish my third and final year at 
GSU in the spring of 2016. At GSU, I work as a 
community liaison, a supervisor for Campus In-
tramural sports, as well as a teacher of elementa-
ry school children at a local church on Wednes-
day evenings. I also volunteer on the University 
Conduct Board and with my sorority’s philan-

thropy, Ronald McDonald House. After my undergraduate degree I plan 
to pursue a master’s degree in counseling.

In my free time I enjoy working out at the gym, swimming in my 
parent’s pool, cheering on the Georgia Southern Eagles, sewing T-shirt 
quilts, playing fetch with my sweet lab, Bama, and painting canvases 
as gifts.

I have grown up in this church and enjoyed many activities here as a 
child. I have participated in VBS, Music & Arts Camp, and Kids Camp, 
as well as volunteered with them. I am so excited to give the FBC chil-
dren a great summer experience like I had as a child. Thank you all for 
letting me work with your children. It is going to be a great next two 
summers! 

This year at Vacation Bible School, June 1-5, 
we traveled to Mount Everest to learn about 
“Conquering Challenges with God’s Mighty Pow-
er.” We had 69 children register to travel with our 
30+ volunteer “Sherpas” to Summit Celebration, 
Base Camp Sing and Play, Bible Expeditions, Kid-
Vid Cinema, Imagination Station, Mountain Top 
Treats, and Glacier Games. The children learned 
about God’s power to heal, comfort, provide, for-
give, and love us forever. During the week we 
collected an offering to provide support in Nepal. 
The children (and their adults) donated just over 
$1,000 to help provide clothing, shelter, water, 
and food for the earthquake victims through the 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship Nepal Response. 
We had a great week and are already looking for-
ward to VBS 2016.

VBS 2015



Wednesday,  June  17
CBF  General  Assembly  -‐  Dallas,  TX
Fellowship  Time  &  Youth  Choirs  (TX)  Concert 6:30PM
Thursday,  June  18
CBF  General  Assembly  -‐  Dallas,  TX
English  (ESL)  Classes 9:30AM
Shower  Ministry 2:00PM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministries   6:00PM
Friday,  June  19
CBF  General  Assembly  -‐  Dallas,  TX
Habitat  for  Humanity  Workday 9:00AM
Saturday,  June  20
Youth  Choir  Tour  -‐  St.  Louis 8:30AM
Sunday,  June  21
Youth  Choir  Tour  -‐  St.  Louis
Summer  Choir  Rehearsal 8:45AM
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship   11:00AM
Monday,  June  22
Youth  Choir  Tour  -‐  St.  Louis
Tuesday,  June  23
Youth  Choir  Tour  -‐  St.  Louis
Prayer  Shawl  Ministry  Group 11:00AM
Wednesday,  June  24
Youth  Choir  Tour  -‐  St.  Louis
Summer  Fellowship  &  Bible  Study   6:30PM
Church  Conference 6:40PM
Thursday,  June  25
Youth  Choir  Tour  -‐  St.  Louis
English  (ESL)  Classes 9:30AM
Shower  Ministry 2:00PM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministries   6:00PM
Friday,  June  26
Youth  Choir  Tour  -‐  St.  Louis
Saturday,  June  27
Youth  Choir  Tour  -‐  St.  Louis
Sunday,  June  28
Summer  Choir  Rehearsal 8:45AM
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship   11:00AM
CommiYee  on  CommiYees 4:00PM
Wednesday,  July  1
Church-‐Wide  Ou[ng  to  Lookouts  Game 6:45PM

On the Calendar
June / July 2015

On Wednesday, June 17, we welcome 
the combined Youth Choirs of First Baptist 
Church, Hamilton, Texas, and First Baptist 
Church, San Marcos, Texas, while on their 
summer tour. The 45-member ensemble will 
present a concert in the Sanctuary following 
our Fellowship Time. Please bring finger foods 
to share during Fellowship Time in the 2nd 

Floor Lobby at 6:30PM.
On Wednesday, June 24, at 6:30PM, we’ll 

meet in the Parlor and bring finger foods to 
share. We’ll move to Bible Study and age- 
related activities around 6:45PM. If you’d like 
to bring a sack supper prior to Summer Fel-
lowship, tables will be available in the Parlor 
beginning at 6:00PM.

Summer Wednesdays at First Baptist

First Tuesday 
Book Group 
will meet on 
Tuesday, July 7, 
at 6:00PM in 
the Conference 
Room. The 
group’s selec-
tion for July is 
July’s People a 
1981 novel by 
the South Afri-
can writer, Na-

dine Gordimer. Written before the end of 
apartheid, it is a fictional account of how 
the author predicted apartheid would con-
clude. Gordimer won the Nobel Prize in 
Literature in 1991.

While this is a discussion group, feel free 
to come participate even if you’ve not been 
able to complete the book. Everyone is 
welcome and each viewpoint appreciated. 
A light supper will be served. Contact Fran-
ces with any questions: 423-648-2543 / 
frances@fbcchattanooga.org.

First Tuesday
Book Group

Church-Wide Outing to 
the Lookouts Game
Wednesday, July 1

Tickets are $15.00/youth or adult & $7.50/
child (3yrs – completed 5th).

Children 2 and under are free.
Tickets include: sitting in one of their pri-

vate party sections; “all you can eat” dinner 
and unlimited soft drinks for the whole game.

Contact Anna to reserve your tickets: 
423-648-2542 / anna@fbcchattanooga.org

OR stop by the table in the lobby near the 
office on Sundays before/after Worship.

Reservations will be taken through Monday, 
June 29, at 5:30PM. By signing up, you are 
committing to financial responsibility for these 
tickets. Monies for all tickets must be received 
by Monday, June 29, at 5:30PM. You may pick 
up your tickets Sunday, June 28, at the table in 
the church lobby or in the church office Mon-
day-Wednesday, June 29-July 1 (by 5:00PM). 
If necessary, someone from FBC will have any 
remaining tickets at the top of the escalator at 
the stadium. After the game begins at 7:15PM, 
tickets will be at “will call” under FBC.

More VBS pictures...
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Direct Dial
 Business Office 423.648.2547
 Education Office 423.648.2542
 Music Office 423.648.2543
 Pastor’s Office 423.648.2540
 Facilities Supervisor 423.648.2548

Sunday Morning, Regular Schedule
 9:30 AM Bible Study / Sunday School

 10:30 AM Fellowship Time

 11:00 AM Worship

  
ATTENDANCE  FOR  5/31/2015   ATTENDANCE  FOR  6/7/2015  
205   Worship         197   Worship  
   10   Worship  Care               13   Worship  Care  
215   WORSHIP  TOTAL      210   WORSHIP  TOTAL  
217   Sunday  School        228   Sunday  School  
  
Finance  Report  
  

Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  5/31/15   $  12,248.95  
Other  receipts  on  5/31/15   1,138.75  
   Total  for  week  as  of  5/31/15   $  13,387.70  
  

Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  6/7/15   $  21,212.70  
Other  receipts  on  6/7/15   1,060.00  
   Total  for  week  as  of  6/7/15   $  22,272.70  
  

Weekly  needs  in  T  &  O  to  meet  budget   $  15,384.62  
  

June  Year-‐to-‐Date  Receipts   $695,714.79  
June  Year-‐to-‐Date  Expenses   $759,999.62  
YTD  Actual-‐Loss   ($    64,284.83)  
   As  of  6/11/15  
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